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Lesson objectives: 
·  You will study the material about the House of Lords and compare the duties of two houses of the Parliament. 
· Respond to and discuss the reading passage using interpretive, evaluative and creative thinking skills.
Planned activities
1. Read the text and underline the sentences related to the House of Lords:
Three Branches of Government
Power in Great Britain is divided among three branches: the legislative branch, the executive branch and the judicial branch.
The legislative branch is represented by Parliament, which consists of two chambers, or houses: the House of Lords and the House of Commons.
Parliament in Britain has existed since 1265. Having been organized in the reign of King Edward I, it is the oldest parliament in the world.
The House of Lords consists of more than 1000 peers, including the "lords spiritual": the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Archbishop of York, and 24 bishops of the Church of England. The peers (with the exception of the "lords spiritual") have the right to sit in Parliament during their lifetime and transmit their right to their eldest sons. 
During the present century a new practice has appeared: the practice of "creating" new peers. They are called "life peers", because their children do not inherit their titles like the children of hereditary peers. 
New peers are created by the monarch on the advice of the Prime Minster. Sometimes a prominent politician is made a peer, sometimes a leading civil servant who has served the country well. As a result, about one-third of the Lords today are not representatives of hereditary nobility but company directors, bankers, newspaper proprietors and other businessmen.
The members of the House of Commons are elected by a general election. The whole country is divided into constituencies, every one of which chooses one delegate. Big cities are divided into several constituencies each. Members of the House of Commons are elected for five years.
Parliament's main function is to make laws. The procedure of making new laws is as follows: a member of the House of Commons proposes a bill, which is discussed by the House. If the bill is approved, it is sent to the House of Lords, which, in case it does not like it, has the right to veto it for one year. If the House of Commons passes the bill again the following year, the House of Lords cannot reject it. Finally the bill is sent to the Queen for the "royal assent", after which it becomes a law.
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Appendix 1

Fill in the blanks with the correct words from the list:
superior, interprets, legislative, existed, peers, inherit, laws, approved, veto, executive, majority, Cabinet, administer, confirmed, justice, guaranteed, power, undergone, absolute, descendant, reigning, hereditary, parliamentary.

1. The British Parliament has ______ since 1265.
2. The judicial branch ______ laws.
3. Great Britain is а ______ monarchy.
4. If a bill is ______ by the House of Commons, it is sent to the House of Lords.
5. The Bill of Rights ______ certain rights of the people.
6. It is often said that English law is ______ to the law of most other countries.
7. The monarchy in Great Britain is founded on ______ principle.
8. The most important ministers of the government form the ______.
9. According to tradition, the Prime Minister is the leader of the party which has the ______ in the House of Commons.                            
10. The children of life peers do not ______ their titles.
11. Habeas Corpus Act ______ to a person arrested the right to appear in court of ______.
12. The ______ monarch Queen Elizabeth II is a ______ оf tһе Saxon king Egbert. 
13. The main function of the executive branch is to ______ laws.                 
14. Many leading principles, conventions and laws have ______ modifications in agreement with the advance of civilization.
15. The power of the queen of England is not_______.
16. The_______branch of power is represented by Parliament. 
17. The House of Lords consists of more than 1000 ______.                                                                  
18. Magna Carta set certain limits on royal ______.
19. The ______ branch of power is headed by the Prime Minister.
20. Parliament's main function is to make ______.
21. The House of Lords has the right to ______ a bill for one year. 
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